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…and across the waters Salish tribes traveled by canoe daily...

The tribes revered the killer whale as the most powerful inhabitant of the 
undersea world, where they lived in houses and ruled over other creatures.











Rendell and Whitehead (2001): “The complex and stable 
vocal and behavioural cultures of sympatric groups of killer 
whales (Orcinus orca) appear to have no parallel outside 
humans, and represent an independent evolution of 
cultural faculties.”





“…female killer whales have the longest 
menopause of any non-human species.”

September, 2012



September 5, 2020
Newborn J57 is born in Legendary Superpod



September 5, south of Victoria BC
Photo by Mark Malleson, © Center for Whale Research

K and L pods came running from out west













Photo by Katie Jones, north of Dungeness Spit
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Meanwhile, 30+ miles to the east, near San Juan Island…

Baby J57 is born





J47, J57 (1 day), J35 Tahlequah
Sept. 5, Strait of Juan de Fuca
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Researchers noticed a higher rate of excitement calls 
in the days immediately after the birth of a calf.

-Journal of the Acoustic Society of America. 2006 



Sept. 22 - Sara Hysong-Shimazu was lucky enough to get a photo of the 
newborn J57 breaching and was able to determine that "It's a boy!" 
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Southern Resident orcas are social.
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“…these animals are creatures of tradition. They learn as a calf 
what constitutes food and how to catch it.”

- Dr. John Ford, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

Chinook salmon are the traditional choice for Southern 
Resident orcas – about 80% of diet.
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Clearwater, Salmon and 
Grand Ronde rivers, 

wilderness watersheds



Southern Resident orca need salmon.
Breach the four Snake River dams

The berms only need to be notched. The river will do the rest.
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